Press Release

Story Catcher Writing Festival offers free classes and events 
Mark your calendars for April 8-10 2026 for three days of literary festivities in Gunnison

Come celebrate nature, awe, storytelling, and literary exploration at the 2026 Story Catcher Festival, which will be held at Western Colorado University from April 8 to 10.
The Festival, sponsored by the Mari Sandoz Society and Western Colorado University, brings together a luminary lineup of writers, poets, and thinkers for a series of workshops, readings, and discussions.

The keynote will be acclaimed writer Aimee Nezhukumatathil, best known for her lyrical, nature-focused writing that explores themes of ecology, identity, and wonder. Her illustrated essay collection World of Wonders was a New York Times bestseller. She’s also the author of four books of poetry: Miracle Fruit, At the Drive-In Volcano, Lucky Fish, Oceanic, and will be celebrating the release of her newest book of poetry, Night Owl.

Other writers will be offering free classes and workshops, including Joe Wilkins, Sean Prentiss, Claire Boyles, and Laura Pritchett, who directs Western’s MFA Nature Writing concentration. 

Details about locations and times are available at western.edu/academics/story-catcher-festival/
April 8 will be full of writing craft workshops and three of the featured authors will read that night. On the morning of April 9, recipients of the Mari Sandoz scholarship and other emerging writers will be celebrated. In the afternoon, Aimee Nezhukumatathil will present a craft class, followed by her keynote from 7-9 pm. Laura Pritchett will be offering an environmental-based writing panel and craft class on the morning of April 10. This panel will focus on the intersection of journalism, writing, and the natural world. 

The festival honors the legacy of Mari Sandoz (1896–1966), a writer and historian best known for her works chronicling the history and culture of the Great Plains. The Mari Sandoz Society, dedicated to preserving and promoting her literary legacy, has long supported the Story Catcher Festival as a platform for emerging and established voices. They also sponsor a scholarship in the Nature Writing MFA program, Laura Pritchett noted, and both recent recipients will be traveling to Gunnison to participate and present their work. Like Matt Evertson and Steven Coughlin, she sits on the board of the Mari Sandoz Society.  

After 12 years of holding summer workshops in Nebraska and South Dakota, the Story Catcher Festival moved to Western Colorado University. “This is our second year staging this signature event in Gunnison in the Spring,” said Western English professor Matt Evertson. “We were inspired by how the campus and beyond truly embraced Story Catcher last year with a capacity turnout for our three-time National Poet Laureate Joy Harjo, enthusiastic participation in our workshops from students across campus and an inspiring afternoon with our emerging writers. With resources from the Mari Sandoz Society, the Graduate Program in Creative Writing and our Department of Communication Arts, Language and Literature, we will continue to build this meaningful event into a true Western tradition.”

Visit the website above for a detailed itinerary of the festival. Some of the events, including the keynote and evening reading, will be livestreamed. 


Contact info: Laura Pritchett, 970-988-6528






