DECEMBER, 2006 A.D. by Mari Sandoz, 23 Barrow Street, New York 14, N.Y.
[prepared in 1956 for KETV of Omaha’s time capsule that was placed in the
cornerstone of their new building and to be opened and read in 2006]

As I look out over America on the dying end of the year 2006 A.D. I see vast semi-urban
regions expanding rapidly along all the old thoroughfares of our country, particularly along the
great streams. Here, where only fifty years ago Omaha stood alone, the city has now become the
core of one of these newer, far-dispersed industro-residential regions. Its outlying districts have
pushed westward to the Platte and up it far beyond the Forks, as earlier the city spread up and
down the Missouri. Like the other great rivers of the nation, the Missouri is now one long park
area, a clear and constant stream flowing between smooth green banks, their manicured neatness
bred into the very grass, their landscaping of shrubs and trees tasteful and changed to fit the
season. On both sides of the great park lie the overlapping urban communities that reach
pleasantly along the bluffs southward to the clear fine roll of the Mississippi and northward to
Sioux City and far, far beyond.

Of course there are occasional restorations along all the great rivers -- selected stretches
restored to show how the streams looked to the first white men to reach their wild and sometimes
gracious banks.

With the vast increase in population, particularly semi-urban, the problem of long range
travel had to be solved, made swift and made safe. By the dawn of 2007 this has been well
started, with the fatalities held down to not over one for every ten million passengers carried in
the transcontinental high speed tubes. Already passengers from either coast can reach Omaha in
less than an hour. Soon the inter-continental tubes will be carrying passengers to Europe and to
the blossoming regions of the new Asia with the same dispatch.

There is, of course, still much surface travel through the scattered 1ndustr1a1 regions and
the intensely cultivated country-side, but in vehicles carrying their own “antagomsm fields” that
make collision impossible. The incredibly clumsy airplanes of late 1956 have been replaced by
automatically sustained craft speeding along controlled air lanes -- craft that cannot fall, and must
literally be taken down to reach the ground at all.

Through the unlimited power wrung from the heart of the atom the last fifty years, and
from the increased harnessing of cosmic forces, all drouths except the man-made will soon be
past. Every water table is within easy reach of our pumps, and a cheap and rapid method of
desalting sea water was developed long before 1980. In addition, man has discovered the secret
that many small creatures of desert regions have carried within themselves for eons -- the ability
to convert the fat of their bodies to water. Now that 2007 is upon us man is at last produomg
water from many waste products, and soon he like a new Moses, will be able to produce water
from the rock. :

Of course most of man’s heavy burden of physical labor is being done for him by
complex machines watched over by even more complex machines, as was inevitable from the
time that one of our fore-bearers learned to extend his arm by a thrown rock. These machines
have penetrated to most of the remote regions and soon almost everything that the world can
produce will be available to everyone everywhere. There are, however, growing controls upon us
that were inconceivable back in 1956. The over-fed population of our country fifty years ago
could not be tolerated into the year 2006, not with the burgeoning population of the world
clamoring for food, or with the growing realization that man owes his society not only a healthy



body and mind but that he is obligated to preserve both attributes to the age of at least 100 years,
within ordinary circumstances. Most circumstances once exceptional have become ordinary,
now that cancer and most heart ailments have yielded as polio and tuberculosis and hundreds of
other diseases have virtually disappeared long ago. In these great advances education has had an
important part. With educational opportunity limited only to the individual’s capacities an
desires, the society has come to look upon the shirker in schooling as the prominent gangster
once was -- as public enemy number one.

The period from roughly 1856 to 1956 has come to be called the Century of Matter, the
era of man’s expanding understanding and command of his physical world. We, at the end of the
year 2006, are in the middle of the Century of the Mind. We have seen the application of man’s
control over matter during the last fifty years and, much more important, man’s advance into the
great uncharted and even unsuspected reaches of the mind. In 1956 it was commonly understood
that man from conception to birth repeated, by a sort of physical memory, all the large definitive
stages of his physical development, from the unicellular creature floating in the sea to the
matured human infant. Long before 1956 there were glimmerings of a sort of mental and
emotional memory of certain stages of man’s development as a thinking being, a consciously
cooperating member of a group -- stages perhaps as fixed in the inherited mental pattern as those
ofhis physical pattern. Many thought that these stages of man’s mental and emotional existence
had left their symbols in the mind as surely as the gill slit and the rudimentary tail of man are the
symbols of his long physical sojourn in the sea and in the trees. Long before the opening of the
year 2007 it was known that the newborn infant speaks a language he must forget, and that the
adult in religious trance or in schizophrenia speaks a gxbbensh now recognized as from the
rudimentary languages of a long forgotten time to which the individual retreats when pressures of
reality become too great for his emotional 1mmatur1ty Unthmkmg acceptance or rejection of
thing or idea, vulnerability to prejudlce and superstition, mob reaction, the sudden plunge into
unreason and violence, these are understood a little more clearly through the study of these deep
and st111 not totally 1dent1ﬁed or suspected symbols in the human mind.

'~ Slowly but surely, by great medical advance and by the newer explorations into this deep-
lying symbolism thé beds of our mental hospitals are being emptied. ; Yet it is perhaps art, more
than any other aspect of our culture, that has really proﬁted from these new explorations. In their
true expressmn the arts have always been rooted in the symbols common to the mind of man no
matter what hlS degree of culture Now, in the century of the Mind, the arts have taken on new
importance, new meaning that promises very much for the future.

But perhaps the greatest advance of the last fifty years has been i in the field of
international relations. Although this advance has come largely through our increased
understandmg of what was once called unreasoning mass behavior, it was not unaided by the
findings of the’ bygone Century of Matter. In the past, man’s wars have been over monopolies;
over, say, hunting regions or pasturages, fisheries, trade areas and routes, gold, oil or whatever

“monopoly meant greatest power at the time. By 1956 we had already entered the era of a power
that could not be monopohzed the absolute power stored within the atom. Fortunately there
were a few men who realized this absolute power as potent1ally absolute destruction. With their
unfaltering resistance to those who would grasp at the last vanishing control of the old
monopolistic era, they gave man the time to see that at last he had stumbled upon an ultimate and
universal force, one which, by its very umversahty, instead of dividing man, drew him together
into what he has always been in the eyes of the sages -- one great whole. - : £

nnnnnnnn





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



