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This study guide is divided into FOUR parts:
1. Major Themes/Issues related to the book as a whole
2. Discussion Questions related to EACH of the 9 chapters
3. Lesson Plans and Classroom Activities
4. Reader Testimonials: “Responding to The Story Catcher.” 


Major Themes/Issues in The Story Catcher
These prompts relate to the overall novel itself--and the larger issues, themes, images, symbols, concepts that emerge in the work as a whole. The goal is to help readers dig deeper in the Novel and develop more critical reading responses to the events in the narrative, and perhaps the larger issues surrounding the novel that Sandoz may have been exploring.

Discussion Questions:
· Friendship, family or survival are words that might be used to describe the theme of the book, The Story Catcher.  Choose one of those words.  Think about the word and its meaning.  While reading, think about how the word you've chosen connects with the story.  Find examples of scenes that support this word choice.  How does this word or theme influence the way the story unfolds?

· In the book, the Sioux become infuriated to the point of war when rival tribes trespass on their territory, yet they tolerate the white trader who brings them novelties from the white man's world. Can this acceptance be viewed as an invitation to white man's acculturation of the Indian?

· Compare and contrast Lance's and modern teenage boys' pursuit of a girl. Concentrate on mental, emotional and physical differences and similarities. What conclusions do you reach about courtship as depicted in this culture?

· Today, we have many devices for measuring time and distance. In The Story Catcher, Lance mentions time and distance in several places. List examples of these. In what terms does Lance describe time? In what terms does Lance describe distance? What do these say about his way of life?

· Lance has two mothers: one biological and the other selected by the tribe as his second mother. Compare and contrast the role of these two mothers. Why is it important for Lance to differentiate these two mothers for the reader?

· Narratives that feature young protagonists struggling to become independent are common.  Compare and contrast Lance, in The Story Catcher, with a main character from a book that similarly explores this theme. Some possible suggestions are listed below.  Use sticky notes to mark examples of four scenes in both books that compare or contrast the ways the characters strive for independence.  At the end of each book, think about the characters and their actions.  How do these characters know that they have achieved another level of independence?  Discuss specific examples with your group.  
(Suggested titles:  Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George, The Heart of a Chief by Joseph Bruchac, Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell).  

· Think about the word endurance.  What synonyms can you think of that describe endurance?  (Examples include:  stamina, fortitude, strength, stick-to-it-ness, willingness, not giving up, taking risks, courage, agility, powerful, bravery, honor, and skill.)  Tell ways that Lance demonstrates endurance in The Story Catcher.  Cite specific scenes.  What can reading about Lance's experiences help us to learn about ourselves? 

· Communication is important in everyone's life. As you read the novel, examine the role that communication plays between: birth parents and child, second parents and child, man and women, tribal leaders with tribe members. Watch for ways in which people of different ages are encouraged, or discouraged, to communicate within Indian culture. 

· Expansion and White Influence—as you read the novel, examine the role of white settlers within the text. In what ways are they helping the Indians? In what ways are they hurting the Indians? Think not only about physical items but also emotional and medical problems brought in by white settlers.

· From the title to the end of the book, art as a means of recording history plays a major role in the novel. How does art impact or relate to other forms of communication in Indian culture? As you read, think about art as it relates to communication, recording history, giving directions, telling a history, or catching a story.


· Throughout the novel, Lance struggles to find his place in, and worth to, his people. What events in his life are meant to show what role he is to play in the tribe?

· Growing up as part of a tribe, Lance is taught many skills to help him survive. Where does Lance use these skills in the book?

· In Lance’s culture, becoming an adult involves many steps and rituals—from puberty to taking the vow of courting a female. Explore these processes for Lance and his tribe: why do they rely so heavily on such rituals? Why this formal process and this amount of time for these milestones to adulthood? What happens if the ritual process is not respected or taken seriously? What other rituals take place in the narrative, and for what purpose?

· War is common theme within The Story Catcher. How do non-Indians influence rivalry between the Native Tribes?  What are the advantages of owning a gun among Native tribes?

· What factors (natural or human-caused) threaten the survival of the people throughout The Story Catcher?

· List five or six things that Lance values or thinks are important in life. For example, does h value his family? Friends? Food? Nature? Clothing? Shelter? Compare your values with Lance. 

· Lance is moving to your hometown.  Will he fit in?  Why or why not?  How are his values and tastes different from---or the same as---those of the people in your community?



Chapter by Chapter discussion questions.

Chapter One: “The Little Ree”
· From what you have seen of Young Lance so far, what character traits would you assign him? What evidence supports those traits?

· As Lance stands in the spot of Arrow Man's death, he recalls that this is the man who taught him how to make good arrows. Describe the irony in this situation. 

· When Lance returns to his camp, his tribe is upset with him. Why? What generalizations can you make about the tribe's values based upon their reaction?

· Think about the relationship between Lance and the little Ree. Would you describe Lance as a captor, nurturer, or friend? Defend your choice.

· At the end of this chapter, Lance worries about how the widow of Arrow Man will react when she sees the little Ree. Why does this worry him? 



Chapter Two: “The Pit and The Surround”
· What was Young Lance’s reason for capturing the Little Ree? Why did it bring danger and concern to the Sun-Shield tribe?  

· How did Young Lance explain and apologize the Little Ree’s captivity to the grieving widow of Arrow Man? What were his offerings for his inconsideration?

· What was the significance of Young Lance killing the eagle? Why was it a praise worthy deed to the tribe? 

· How many buffaloes did Young Lance kill in the surround?

· What relation did the Little Ree have to killed Ree warrior? Why is the Ree tribe an enemy of the Sioux nation? 




Chapter Three: “The Crow Butte”
· What might have led the Crow Indians to risk hunting buffalo in Sioux territory?

· How is Lance’s knowledge of his physical surroundings crucial to his survival?  Give specific examples from the chapter.

· The white trader, Frenchy, offers alcohol to Good Axe. What is Good Axe's reaction?  Why?

· Do you agree with French when he argues, "But one bottle for all the headmen could do no harm"? Explain.

· In this chapter, Sandoz shows the importance of woman to the tribe's unity. Describe the different ways the women tie the tribe together.



Chapter Four: “The Hole”
· Young Lance remembers how he was cleansed during his puberty ritual. How does time come into effect when he is headed home after his long survival in the wintery woods?

· Animals played a major part in this chapter. Talk about five animals that were mentioned in this chapter and how those animals played a part in Lance’s survival.

· Young Lance dealt with plenty of pain while hiding in the hole; how did he relieve the pain from the arrowhead that was lodged in the back of his knee? How would you feel dealing with pain of such intensity?

· Picture a Young Lance clean cut and then picture Young Lance after surviving weeks and weeks of winter.  From the descriptions in the book, draw a picture of what young Lance looked like before he departed, and what he looked like as he returned home. (The paragraph on Page 72 offers some good details).

· Taking inspiration from Lance’s talent, put together a montage of events drawing with any object besides a pen or pencil or marker. You might have to use paper, but if possible, use other drawing "papers" besides paper. Be creative. This activity shows how the Indians communicated, such as Young Lance writing words in the sand, or telling his story on skin as he drew pictures in blood. When doing this activity, think about how to effectively communicate a picture.



Chapter Five: “In the River Country”
· When Young Lance finally arrives back at camp, why isn't his father there to welcome him home?

·  Because Young Lance is not really dead, what will be returned to his father/family? And what did mother give away in her joy?

· What does Lance offer Dawn at her coming of age ceremony as a gift?

· The crier makes an announcement regarding Young Lance. What is his cry and why is this significant to Lance's life? 

· Why does Moccasin send Lance to accompany the women to see the traders?

· As Lance and the women arrive at the camp, things don't seem to be right. What are some of the signs that things are not as they should be? 

· What are the punishments and consequences for "Violence against the body and against life"?

· What sounds do the warriors use to communicate when away from camp?

· At the end of the chapter, who has gone missing and what important clue tells Lance the identity of the missing?



Chapter Six: “The Cloudburst”
· How did Lance notify the tribe of his absence?

· When Lance is captured, how is he treated? Why do you think he wasn't killed?

· How did Lance escape? What natural event helped him?

· Who came to save Lance? How did they learn of Lance and Ree's location?

· What sacred vow did Lance make?



Chapter Seven: "Sun Dance and Bear Butte"
· Discuss what you know about Bear Butte.  What does it look like?  Where is it located?  Have you ever visited the area or climbed to the top?  What significance does Bear Butte hold for Native Americans?

· Lance's father, Good Axe, is a Shirtwearer, one of the most honored in the Sioux tribe.  In your own words, describe what this honor represents.

· Lance wants to fulfill his vow and participate in the sun dance.  Discuss what he does to prove to the council that he is ready and worthy of this honor.  Why do the council leaders deny his request?  

· If you were a member of Lance's tribal council, what character traits would you look for when you selected a tribal member to participate in the sun dance? In your opinion, what does Lance need to do to achieve his goal of participating in a sun dance ceremony?

· At the beginning of the chapter, Sun Shield decides to move his tribe to the Tongue River area.  What evidence does the author provide to help the reader understand Sun Shield's motivation?



 
Chapter Eight: “Hard Winter and the Moose Yard”
· The consequence of contact with Non-Indians is explored in this chapter, both in the introduction of diseases the tribe is not yet immune to, and the introduction of values that they don’t understand (see the gift given to Lance by Cedar) and the impact of white encroachment on the daily lives of the tribe. Explore these themes and point to some specific examples that illustrate how Lance and his people consider these challenges.

·  Discuss Lance’s vision/dream. What is the cause of this vision? What do you think the vision might show?

· Who survives the hard winter and who succumbs to the challenges outlined above? What accounts for the survival of some and the death of others? How does Sandoz depict these difficult circumstances in the chapter?

· What is the legacy of Feather Woman to Lance? How did she have an impact on his life? On his tribe?

· What ritual does Lance perform to honor Feather Woman? How do his actions relate to his attitudes and traits in earlier chapters? Do you see a connection between his honoring of Feather Woman and what happens at the end of the chapter?

· Discuss the theme of “medicine” as it is explored in this chapter.

· What do you think of Sandoz’s depiction of the setting throughout this chapter? Can you SEE the places where these events take place? The animals? The weather? Lance’s reaction to these elements in his environment? Is she a good writer?

· Do you find any of the events in this chapter hard to believe or unrealistic? Is Sandoz guilty of romanticizing Indian traits and legends?

· Discuss your reaction as a reader when Lance finally arrives back with his people. With his interaction with Dawn at the end?



Chapter Nine: “A Fight and a Decision”
· Lance struggles to fulfill his obligation to record pictures of the fighting in this chapter when he confronts his own thoughts about "things that seemed a shaming." What seems to be driving his conflicted attitude?

· On page 157, Paint Maker says to Lance, "The picture is the rope that ties memory solidly to the stake of truth." What does he mean? Why does he tell this to Lance? Do you agree?

· When Lance shows Paint Maker his drawings, Paint Maker talks to Lance about the importance of being a tribal recorder.  What impact did the Paint Maker's words and actions have on Lance?

· Paint Maker also tells Young Lance that a good story teller observes all angles of a scene. Why did the Sioux mutilate the body of the dead Pawnee warrior? How does Lance plan to record the truth of what happened and why?

· Why is the War Party being assembled? Who will they fight?

· Lance does participate in the fight. Is this upsetting to him? How is he different from those going into battle?

· What prevents Indians from fighting at night?

· What must Lance draw in order to represent himself as a warrior?

· What choice did the young Ree have to make? Why do you think he choose as he did?

· Throughout the book, Young Lance was hoping for a ceremony to receive a new name, but it never came until the end. How significant is Young Lance's new name "Story Catcher" to what he painted in describing history? 



Lesson Plans and Classroom Activities
Here are some teaching activities for use with this novel, offering some specific ways to make The Story Catcher come alive in the classroom for, perhaps, reluctant students/readers.


Sherry Bielenberg

Survival Skills

Educational Outcomes: Students will…
· Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings.
· Delineate and evaluate text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
· Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
· Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
· Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation

Either reading a book such as the Hunger Games or by flipping through the cable channels, one can easily run across survival skills being used to a successful degree. In this novel, Lance, at a young age, is able to survive alone in the wilderness for months. Research some of the survival skills used by Lance and any number of shows on T.V. to create a survival guide for a specific place/region near where you live. Be sure to identify the terrain you are researching. Include a minimum of five skills in your presentation. Remember to tell your audience what they would need to have in their backpack to be successful in the adventure. Organize this presentation in the same way you would a "How-to" speech. 

*No modern technology can be used!


Elizabeth Crim

I would use the following activity as a summative project after reading this novel with ESL students. The project would measure both comprehension and the student's ability to visualize as they read. Because visualizing is one of the keys to reading comprehension, practicing this skill with ESL students is important.

Visualizing is when you imagine what is happening in a story or novel. Visualizing includes all senses--taste, touch, smell, sight, and sound. When authors include these senses, it is called imagery. You assignment is to pick a scene from The Story Catcher and create a reenactment of it. There are many options available for this. Some examples would be to create a small-scale diorama and then film a video using it or to create a comic strip. You are not limited to these options... these are just examples. Your project will be graded upon accuracy to the text, detail, and appeal to the senses. Extra credit is available for any students who do research and include Sioux words in their project. 


Mark Rein
Communicating by drawing and telling history is something that Young Lance has developed. When reading The Story Catcher, one can see the many ways that Young Lance tells a story or communicates from writing words in sand to drawing pictures in blood on dried skin. Today, one of the more popular games on the IPhone or IPad is “Draw Something” where you have to communicate a word by drawing. By using that same philosophy, divide up the class into teams and have them compete by drawing pictures to communicate the word. To make it more challenging, use words or scenes from the book. Some suggestions include:
1. Different animals Young Lance uses to survive
2. Indian rituals and dances
3. Indian way of life
4. Geographical parts of the book such as Black Hills, the Hole, The Pit, Platte River, canyon, etc.
5. Food.


Helen Walker

Vocabulary Jabber

Common Core Standards – Writing
Grade Five - #3d – Use concrete words and phrases to convey experiences and events precisely.

Once students have read The Story Catcher and before they write summaries, play this quick game to review the precise vocabulary from the story.

Student Outcome:  With this game, I will use words and phrases from The Story Catcher.  This activity will help me see if I understand the vocabulary in the story.  Then, when I write a summary of the story, I will use these vocabulary words.

Materials:  Cards with lists of words printed on them.  (Examples given below.)
Time Frame:  Ten to fifteen minutes.

Directions:  In this game, teams of students are given a list of terms that have been organized into categories.  The words in the list are related by meaning.  

To play each round, every team designates a “jabberer” who is provided with a list of words under a category title, such as the list in the following example.
Family of Lance
Laughing Cub
Good Axe
Feather Woman
Red and White Shell
Cloud Woman

The “jabberer” tries to get the team to say each of the words by quickly describing them.  The talker is allowed to say anything about the terms, “jabbering as fast as possible,” but may not use the category title words or rhyming words.  The “jabberer” keeps talking until the team identifies the first term.  Then the “jabberer” moves through the list until all the terms have been guessed.

Examples of lists for The Story Catcher.

Tribal Jobs:  scouting party, scout, captor, guard, warrior, war chief, pipe-carrier, crier, tanner, butcher, tribe recorder, medicine man, Dog Soldier Society, Shirtwearer

Food and Utensils:  pemmican, duck, venison, wild turnip, onion, mint tea, chokecherries, buffalo berries, wild plums, raisins, flour for fried bread, bladder, bighorn spoon. 

Clothing:  mourning garments, moccasins, belt pouch, buffalo robes, deerskin, breechclout, doeskin shirt, deerskin leggings, mantle.

Items brought by the French trader:  tobacco, coffee, brown sugar, flour, blue woolen cloth, hawk bells, vermilion for face painting, whiskey.

Resource:  Marzano, Robert J. Building Academic Vocabulary. 2005. (64-65)



Tiffani Roelle

Student Activities:

*Draw pictures that describe a timeline of Lance/Sun-Shields events. Identify the passage of time in measurements of moon phases. Include the names that Lance associates to the seasons and characteristics of months in the novel. (This activity shows the skill and creativity of drawing. It also brings awareness to the recording process of life, history, and Native American customs).

*Have students volunteer to come up with descriptive names, like the characters in the book. The class participates in identifying traits and events that reflect the students’ chosen name. (This activity emphasizes Young Lances transitions into the Story Cather).

*Identify the process of killing, skinning, butchering, and utilizing animals as food and material sources. How does humanity function differently in processing food and material sources today? What influence did the French traders have on the tribes livelihoods? (This activity causes critical thinking toward Native American life presented in The Story Catcher).
 
 
A COMPARATIVE READING of The Story Catcher and The Absolutely True Story of a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie.

· Compare/Contrast the events in Young Lance’s youth and passage into adulthood to Sherman Alexie’s character Junior.

· Compare/Contrast the attractive traits and social influences of Blue Dawn for Lance and Penelope for junior?

· Compare/Contrast the writing styles of Mari Sandoz and Sherman Alexie. Who are their audiences? How are their writing styles similar and different? How does the fact that Sandoz was a white female settler and Alexie a 20th century rez kid effect their views and understanding of Native American life? Are these views and understandings presenting in their novels?

· How was Alcohol addressed in both novels? Why did it cause trouble among the Native American people?

· Compare/Contrast the exploration of teenage courtship, romance and sexuality in both novels. (For example, explore the superstition that sexual purity among the women brings prosperity and a sense of morality within the Sun-Shield society, or the nature of warrior courtship and wooing. How do these taboos affect Young Lance’s relationship to Blue Dawn, for example? Similarly, explore the frank discussions of sexuality in Alexie’s novel.)



Reader Testimonials
Share your reactions and responses to The Story Catcher. These can be both personal and critical responses, formal and informal. Think of book clubs, blogs and other places were people express their responses to what they read. Here are some specific areas you might respond to:
· What were your most favorite/least favorite parts of the novel?
· Is the novel well-written? Point to specific examples to illustrate, yes or no.
· Can you relate to the characters in the narrative? Howso?
· Can you relate to the setting of the narrative? Howso? (does living in Nebraska affect your response)?
· What larger issues do you think Sandoz was trying to investigate in the novel?
· Do you see any of the themes and issues that we ourselves have been exploring in this course at work in this novel?

Your responses should be focused, specific and detailed (supported with evidence from the text) and accurate and error-free (don't forget, that these may be exhibited on the Sandoz web site).

Tama Kain
My favorite parts of the novel were the Sioux’s customs that Sandoz describes. We learn of the roles of the blood father and mother and the “second” father and mother who kept the child on the right path – very similar to the job of Christian godparents. Sandoz also tells the reason for the customs. The second mother could “scold the son directly or praise him and show affection in a way that would keep a blood son an infant tied to the mother’s moccasin heels all his life” (21). Some other customs include the sign for friendship made with the left hand because “it was nearest the heart” (13), the carrying of the war pipe to all the Sioux upon the death of a wounded chief for a “tribe wide attack of the enemy” (50), the troublemaker’s banishment from the tribe, “even as long as the holy number of four winters” (92), the early education of the infant who had “his birth cries choked off until he learned the silence that would never betray his village to skulking enemies” (100), the carrying away of dead or wounded warriors, “letting no warrior or his body fall into the hands of an enemy” (167), and the rules of avenging warriors who’d been killed.

The knowledge of these customs gave me a deeper understanding of the Sioux culture and insight into their thoughts and actions. My least favorite part of the book was the weakness Lance shows when he wants Dawn to go away with him. This part just seemed out of character for him. Yes, I know he’d made rash decisions throughout the book, yet I’d always thought of him as a leader. By this part of the book, it seemed he’d matured enough to think before acting. Perhaps Sandoz was showing his normal teenage yearnings which produce “turbulence like a sudden storm in a canyon” (152). While I understand this, I felt it was shown too late in the book and seemed artificial.

If I were to write a story about my life here in Nebraska, not only the setting but also many events would be amazingly similar to those in this book. I can connect with the setting in this book through my own experiences. While I don’t have wild buffalo, there is a herd just down the road in a large pasture where I see them graze with the cottonwood trees and “creek-bottom willows” (61) in the background. My home is nestled between the Republican River where family members while swimming have tried hiding from one another “under the riverbank with hollow sticks pushed up to the grass for the breathing” (173). I’ve experienced a “blizzard roar so that not even a loud shout could be heard” (35). While bow hunting for deer, I was caught in a blizzard that came up out of nowhere. My hands became so numb that it was very difficult to mount my horse which I did using my arms. Too numb to grasp the reins, I heeled my horse in the ribs knowing that he would find the way home and he did. Perhaps if I’d been an Indian, I wouldn’t have been surprised by that storm. 

While hunting for deer and coyote, I’ve learned to move “along the …slopes, just below the crest of the ridges” (141) to avoid being detected by the animals. I know that when “evening shadows were coming of the far canyons” (164) and “golden sunlight” (164) shown elsewhere, the coyotes would come to my call through the shadows where I was also hidden. To sneak up on deer, I’ve “crawled through the grass like a snake” (45). Sitting in “a brushy draw” (44), I’ve “watched the gray little valley come out of dawn” (74). With cottonwoods being our chief tree in the prairie and river bottom, often I’ve watched birds “that chattered amiably in the top of the old cottonwoods” (74). I’ve had to “find the blood on the grass” (62) once to track a wounded deer. 

My barn has many of skins, like the ones Lance draws on, drying on the rafters to be made into stool seats and gloves. I once caught a red-tailed hawk which had a broken wing. He lay on his back and his “knife sharp talons slashed sideways” (26) while his wings pounded against the ground throwing his talons upwards at me. I had to throw my heavy coat over him to rescue him. An eagle is much larger and stronger than a hawk, so I can imagine the fight that Lance endured. In a draw, I once pulled a calf and looked up to see “a coyote…….tolled from the hills by the smell of fallen blood” (64). 

Floods have rushed by my house, causing danger to children and pet, disenabling phone service, and completely washing out the road leaving my family cut off from civilization. Seriously, my husband had to walk 1 1/2 miles and then hitchhike to work, and the kids missed school for three days. The Indians saw the damage caused by white man’s encroachment, and I can even relate to that a little For years, we managed a large river bottom butting up to ours. When sold, we watched the new land owner run cattle on it that ate the grass “as it looked out of the ground” (114) so that it no longer provided much habitat. I was greatly dismayed as I found beer cans and discarded food bags strewn here and there. This had been my hunting ground which I cherished and never abused. Finally I connected to the dry prairie which is so susceptible to fire. I’ve fought these fires, and because of drought, I’ve been “filled with thankfulness to the storm and the cloudburst and the noble red sky from which they came” (113). Originally from Ohio, I can say that it’s from living in Nebraska that I can connect to this story. Nebraska’s landscape and natural elements are unique.


Helen Walker
The summer following Mari Sandoz's death in 1966, I was a ten-year-old in deep trouble.  My mother had discovered my involvement in the neighborhood spy ring called "The Black Hand Club."  For me, the club was a way to forget about the pressures of growing older.  To my mother, we were a bunch of hooligans climbing on the rooftops of each other's houses, sure to meet instant demise with one fatal step.  I was sentenced to the living room with a copy of Old Jules, my introduction to Mari Sandoz's writing.

Decades later, with memories of Old Jules niggling me, I was delightfully reminded while reading The Story Catcher, of Mari Sandoz's willingness to be playful and intimate as she described life on the plains.  Sandoz's reflections about where she had lived and what she had absorbed about both the white and Native American cultures and the land they shared, was evident.

Writing as if the plains resided in her heart, Sandoz described the flow of water by using sound.  "Before that day Lance crawled out to the creek, full of water now, water that talked softly to itself as it ran." (71) Later, Sandoz used texture, contrasting light, and movement to describe a scene that seemed familiar from my childhood in Nebraska.  "A golden tinge misted the willows along the creek where the swelling buds would burst into furry mole paws, and a brightening lay on the young cottonwoods where the tassels of bloom would flutter in the wind." (86) I enjoyed how Sandoz used rhythm and color to draw the reader closer to the action and create mood with the following two phrases:  ". . .blazing red sky-fire that climbed and danced up in the north,. . ." (73) and ". . .the eagle's shadow moved slowly over the yellowed grass. . ." (9).

At times, reading Sandoz's prose made me feel as if I were back in Nebraska, sitting under the cottonwood trees, a warm breeze tickling my face, and the mourning doves cooing, while a storyteller wove a journey that took me beyond the boundaries of my yard.  "When the geese were flying thick and would surely be dark on the waters of the Platte, Sun Shield's village started in that direction." (84)

Once again it is summer.  A time filled with cloudless days, the broad expanse of the blue sky that is endless with possibilities, a magical time when I can immerse myself in a good book rather than climbing on rooftops.  The Story Catcher did not disappoint me.  Sandoz's efforts to expose the characters' vulnerabilities against the backdrop of a ruthless, unforgiving natural setting made this story a memorable read for me. 


Sherry Bielenberg
Overall, I enjoyed reading more of the book then I did not. There were many times when the English/Composition teacher in me kept getting in the way of comprehending the text. Did they not use commas in the old days? I was greatly confused as to the lack of complete sentences and arrangements of clauses. I frequently found myself re-reading. The same is true of the plot. Many times I had to re-read thinking that I must have missed something, only to discover that the information I was looking for was left out. 

The part that I enjoyed the most was Chapter 4, when Lance is forced to survive in the wilderness. Seriously, while reading, I kept thinking of the Hunger Games and was waiting for someone to send help his way! Secondarily, I enjoyed the romantic aspect of the book, but thought this could have been explored much more. I can't believe I had to wait chapters for them to even have a conversation. I would guess that there are some customs and courting rituals that are not part of my background knowledge, that would help me to understand this part of the novel. 

I felt the author did a good job of keeping to the story of Lance and his coming of age story. There were many times she could have strayed from him in a effort to include more interesting details or more interesting characters. While I enjoyed the coming of age aspect of the novel, I was confused as to why the tribe continually refused to place Lance is positions of responsibility and power. I felt as though more than once, he had proven himself to be smart and resourceful. This might point to some larger issues the author wants us to be aware of. Where did Lance's loyalties lie? Was he too selfish in his ways? What he too unpredictable? Did he think before he acted? 

I was able to visualize to the setting of the book having traveled through Nebraska and South Dakota as well as watching lots of old westerns with my dad. I imagine that those who have never seen how different the land becomes simply by crossing the Missouri River, would have difficulty in relating to the situations and locations within the text. 

Overall, I felt the book gave me a excellent comparison the issues we have discussed in class. Many times, I felt like I should be grabbing a Post-it to mark references as I did while reading the Alexie novel.


Elizabeth Crim
This book was a tough read for me. I often felt myself losing focus and re-reading sections. I have never been one to get excited about adventure-type stories, and many chapters focused on battles and hunts. Even though I didn't love the book, there are parts that really captivated me.

Chapter 4 is my favorite in the novel. Reading about Lance's survival skills in the hole was amazing. I think about the small pains we complain about today, and they seem like nothing compared to his suffering and endurance. The reader learns how strong his mind truly is. The weak would not survive in his situation. Lance had a transformation after surviving the hole. In a way, the experience was like an informal sweat lodge. On page 69, he recalls his puberty dream full of animals, and he remembers the relationship that he has with them. During all of this, the reader encounters the true artist-spirit of Lance. On his walk home, his only concern is protecting his drawings. 

Even today, it seems that many artists take a lone path. While reading, I often felt frustrated that Lance continuously snuck away from his tribe. It seemed as though he was unable to learn from his mistakes. Upon reflection, it is the artist in Lance that makes him different... special. Sometimes he must get away from the crowd simply to reflect or create. Finally, this spirit is recognized in him. He was a special way of seeing the world around him. 


Mark Rein
I have to agree with Elizabeth Crim that this was a tough book to stay into for long periods of time. I remember when I read chapter one, I had a tough time keeping my eyes open, and I read it in the afternoon. The first chapter was made hard because of Mari Sandoz' writing style, and I wasn't used to that after reading Sherman Alexie. The second chapter, however, became easier because, to me, it was written in a slightly different style -- shorter paragraphs and you knew there was a story to tell.

There were some chapters that were blah to read and there were some that were OK. I struggled in chapter three. the others had good parts such as Dawn's puberty ceremony to Young Lance's survival, I loved the decision time for Little Ree and also the description of the fight. Sandoz does use descriptive words to bring out scenes, but at times, the paragraphs get too long and it takes extra reading to get through the paragraphs, just like Elizabeth said, you do get lost and have to read parts of the book.

I hate to say it, but I am not a Mari Sandoz fan; but this is only the first book or story I have read of hers. Honestly, it is the first story of hers that I have read. Maybe if I read a few more I will admire her, but based on first impressions, she is only lukewarm to me -- nothing compared to Sherman Alexie.


Tiffani Roelle
“The Story Cather “ was a great title for the book. The story explains Young Lance’s challenges and conquest toward receiving his acclaimed name, linking with the clever conclusion of his character development. Lance’s gift of drawing depicts the history, survival and experiences of the Sioux nation during times of traditional practices. Sandoz does a beautiful job in capturing the lifestyle of Native America culture and views among the American plains.
  
1.      Can you relate to the setting of the narrative? How so? (Does living in Nebraska affect your response?

Sandoz’s description of the Nebraska weather was very vivid and appealing. I could easily imagine the cold winter winds and warm summer nights she narrates. Young/Lone Lance was put to the test among the natural elements.
As a student experiencing Chadron, I was able to identify regional buttes described in the novel. Crows Butte has a legend. Chapter 3 supports the legend I heard about Plain Indians escaping rivaling tribes through climbing down with a rope and leaving an elder to tend to a fire on the top of the butte. Also the Whiteman’s trails were mentioned in the novel as they traveled through Nebraska and relied upon the landmark of Chimney rock. It was expressed in the novel as the rock that the, “white man called chimney”. The events of the story that took place on the plains were powerful. The buffalo hunts, tribal ceremonies and horse herding are things I imagine when on scenic drives through the Sandhills. It was moving to read about the Native ways on the Nebraskan land before the United States claimed territory for towns and homesteads.

 
2.      Do you see any of the themes and issues that we ourselves have been exploring in this course at work in this novel?
 
The Sun Dance rituals and cultural ceremonies were relevant to Standing Bear’s “The Sundance,” where Young Lances expresses the vision quest effect of his puberty fasting throughout the novel. His vow toward participating in the Sundance ritual was headed under the advising of a council, which denied his dancing until he was a capable man. The buffalo hunts reminded me of Luther Standing Bear’s story of killing his first small buffalo with his father as well and the “Voice of the Invisible” by Calling Thunder, where the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes face conflict with the white man and their struggle over territory and hunting grounds.

The theme of kinship and blood relatives took on a different structure. The biological parents of Young Lance were reserved and unaffectionate as a tribal custom. This type of kinship differed from Momaday’s family relations and understandings expressed in “Introduction: From the Way to the Rainy Mountains” about his ancestors of the Kiowas tribe. The work ethics within the Sun-Shield village is another theme we covered in this course. The hunters, scouts, warriors, women had a great amount of duties in the villages. The women tanned and handled the hides, cooked/dried the meat, and kept the tipis/lodges maintained. While the men provided for the tribe and keep the people safe from enemies. The stories shared in Chapter 3 “The Spiritual World” held similar scared beliefs as the Sun-Shield village. “All my Relations” by Hogan depicts the value of healing and recovery in tribal ceremonies. The references to medicine within “The Story Catcher” signified the spiritual well being and how it affects the people’s survival.  The most influential practice was Lance’s devotion to praising the sky, that earth, & all four directions; for all things are brothers, before he ate and in need desperation of spiritual guidance.



Morgan Pourier
I really enjoyed this whole book. It was a very easy read because there's a lot in it that I could remember learning growing up. My favorite part of the book was when Lance found the young Ree but he didn't kill him, he took him on as his own brother and the rest of his family backed him up. He knew it was a dangerous decision but he still wanted to save the life of this young boy. A part that did get me confused was where he talked about his mother and his chosen mother. Today that tradition isn't really carried on and I was wondering, why does his chosen mother get to be so close to him while his birth mother has to quit having direct contact with him after his eighth year? I figured Lance didn't get to speak directly to his birth mother because he's old enough to start learning the roles of men and women, but I still don't understand why there's still one woman that can speak to him in the way a real mother should. 

When it comes to the way the novel was written, it might not be written in the way we are taught today, such as punctuations and commas, but it was written in the way I heard words spoken here. It seems in our language, or on our tribe, our breaks between words are different. I think this is because we had to go from speaking our original language to that of the settlers that came over. We might have learned the words, but part of our way of speaking snuck over and it showed some in Sandoz's writing. I really enjoyed the way that she told the story, it felt familiar.
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